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Sarasota County Measures its Ecological Footprint

If everyone on earth consumed resources at the pace of Sarasota County, we would need four more planets to maintain everyone at this level of consumption. While an analysis of Sarasota County’s impact on nature reveals that on average, Sarasota County residents use more of the earth’s resources than the earth can provide, we are doing slightly better than the U.S. as a whole. 
Sarasota County’s ecological footprint reveals that the county’s citizens rely on resources produced by land 10 and ½ times larger than Sarasota County, or 22.2 acres per capita. The average U.S. footprint is 23.7 acres per person, the largest on earth; comparatively, Germany‘s footprint size is 10.5 acres per person. 
The ecological footprint calculation measures the amount of natural resources consumed and the waste produced by a specific population. Factors in the measurement include energy, land, food, goods and services, transportation and recycling. Sarasota County is one of the first local governments in the U.S. to measure its environmental impact on the planet. The Ecological Footprint calculations are conducted by Redefining Progress, a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that develops 
tools to shift the economy and public policy toward sustainability.
Sarasota County will use the ecological footprint analysis as baseline information to guide its programs and policies toward sustainability. “Calculating our Ecological Footprint is an important step in moving Sarasota County towards sustainability” noted Board of County Commission Chair Jon Thaxton, “While it is reassuring that we are doing somewhat better than the national average, the news that we would need four more planets if everyone on the planet lived like an average Sarasotan, should serve as a wake-up call that we can do better in the area of sustainable living.”
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Sarasota County has placed sustainability at the center of its operations by initiating sustainable policies and internal practices. Through its Sustainable Sarasota program, the county encourages other organizations, businesses and individuals to do the same.  In practicing what it preaches, the county is expanding its hybrid vehicle fleet, promoting eco-tourism, 
designing and constructing “green” buildings and purchasing environmentally-friendly products for the workplace among other things. 
People can reduce their individual ecological footprints through simple lifestyle changes such as replacing incandescent light bulbs with energy-saving compact fluorescent lamps, eating organic food, buying locally-produced goods and driving fuel-efficient cars. Individuals may calculate their personal eco-footprints online at www.myfootprint.org. Visit Sustainable Sarasota on the web for more information on sustainable county programs and for additional ways you can reduce your own impact on nature, http://sarasota.extension.ufl.edu/ss/ss.html.    
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